Metoauka o0ydeHHsS CIIOBOOOpPA30BAHMI0 HAa OCHOBE KOMMYHHKATHBHO-KO-
THUTHBHOTO TOAXO0/a BKITIOYAET MCIOIB30BaHUE CII0BOOOPA30BATEIIHBHBIX MOICIICH
COBPEMEHHOT'O aHTJIMHCKOTO si3bika. MoAemMpoBaHue TPOIECCOB CI0BOOOpa3oBa-
HUA Ha 0a3e rpaUUeCKUX OPraHM3aToOPOB CIOCOOCTBYET BH3yaIU3aIlMH CTPYKTYP
3HAQUMMBIX MBICIUTEIBHBIX JECHCTBHH, IIOMOTAeT BOCIPOW3BECTH IEIOCTHOCTH
n3ydaeMoro o0ObeKTa, riy0ike HM3ydHWTh €r0 BHYTPEHHHE CBS3H, (DYHKIIHOHHPO-
BaHHME OTJCIBHBIX KOMITIOHEHTOB, COXPAaHHUTH ATy IEJIIOCTHOCTh HAa BCEX ATamax
paboTHI HAJT IEKCHUYECKAM MaTEPHAJIOM.

Hcnonp3oBanre aHTIOA3BIYHBIX CIIOBOOOPA30BATEIBHBIX MOICIIEH TTO3BOJIACT
pa3BUBaTh YMEHHE MCIIOJIH30BATh SA3BIKOBBIC CPEJACTBA aJICKBATHO CHTYAIMH O0IIIe-
HUs ydamumMucs. CiaeayeT OTMETHTh, YTO HArJISAHOCTh MPOIECCOB CIIOBOOOPA30-
BaHMSA COJCHCTBYET MOPOXNKACHHIO TIpaMMATHUYCCKA MW JICKCHUECKH TPaMOTHO
0(OPMIICHHOM peUH.
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D. Kozikis (Minsk)

THE UK BREXIT VACILLATIONS
AND THEIR SOCIO-CULTURAL CONNOTATIONS

As a result of the UK referendum Britain’s membership of the European
Union held on 23 June 2016 Leave supporters won by 52 % with more than 30
million people voting.

The former Home Secretary Theresa May took over from David Cameron
who resigned thus becoming the new Prime Minister of the UK. The incumbent
Prime Minister was set to tackle awesome problems which the country faced with
its departure from the European Union ending a 44-year political and economic
union. Britain joined the European Union only in 1973. Moreover, one should
remember that in the 2016 referendum Northern Ireland and Scotland voted to
remain. About 33 % of the British public according to the largest opinion polls
want the UK to leave the EU. They believe Britain 1s being held back by the EU
which they say imposes too many rules on business and charges billions of pounds
a year in membership fees for little in return. They also want Britain to take back
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full control of its borders and reduce the number of people coming to Britain to
work. Today in the UK 3,2 million EU citizens live and work and the estimated
1,2 million Britons live in the EU countries.

Among those living in Britain the Poles are most numerous (over one million)
followed by those from the Irish Republic, Romania, Portugal, Italy and other
European states, especially from Eastern Europe.

Perhaps the greatest uncertainty associated with leaving the EU is that no
country has ever done it before so no one can predict the exact result.

As regards big business with a few exceptions tends to be in favour of Britain
staying in the EU because it makes it easier for them to move money, people and
products around the world. Many small and medium — sized firms want a cut in red
tape and what they see as petty regulations.

The British Chambers of Commerce says 55 % of members back staying in a
reformed EU.

The border issue between the Irish Republic and Northern Ireland where there
was free movement of people and goods between the two countries 1s another
headache to be dealt with as the Republic of Ireland remains in the European
Union while the UK withdraws.

The UK government cannot disregard the fact that in the UK referendum
Northern Ireland voted to remain in the European Union. Thus the border issue is
to be tackled with regard to the interests of all parties involved.

When the results of the June 2016 referendum became known, David
Cameron resigned as the Prime Minister and leader of the Conservative Party. He
was very critical of the terms of British Membership in the European union but
always opted to remain in the Union. He was replaced by Theresa May, who won
the Conservative Party leadership contest and became the new Prime Minister,
facing a bundle of problems as to what type of Brexit the country should choose.
Academic studies suggest that even the “softest” option — Norwegian-style
membership in the European Economic Area-would cut trade by at least 20 % over
ten years, whereas the “hardest™ exit would reduce trade by 40 %, and cut annual
income per person by 2.6 %. The elections showed that British voters are sick of
austerity. The June 2017 elections came as a shock for Theresa May. Though the
Conservative Party retained its majority, it was faced to sign a humiliating
“confidence and supply deal” with the Democratic Unionist Party in Northern
Ireland. This was not a full coalition, but an agreement which sees the smaller
party support the larger party in key votes such as the budget. Otherwise the
government would have to resign. The June 2017 elections left the Prime Minister
without a parliamentary majority for the kind of hard Brexit — outside the single
market and the customs union. Theresa May is widely seen at home as damaged
goods, surviving on borrowed time because of the absence of an immediate
challenger. Her authority in London and hence her credibility in Brussels is in
tatters.
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In the meantime, as the clock keeps ticking to the March 29 2019 deadline,
Theresa May participated in the October 2017 two-day summit of the European
Union where she honored Britain’s commitments to pay many more billions of
pounds than the twenty billion she had indicated previously. EU leaders knew May
was in a politically difficult situation and did not want her to go home empty-
handed. Even German Chancellor Angela Merkel said these were “encouraging
signs” of progress in Brexit negotiations and the progress was progressing “step by
step”. European Commission President Jean Claude Junker said he hoped it would
be possible to reach a “fair deal” with Britain. At the conference there were
whispers that Theresa May privately assured the European leaders that she was
willing to pay a lot more that the implicit 20 billion euros on the table as Britain
left the European Union. She did not reject the idea that the bill could be as high as
60 billion euros, which means that the average British citizen would have to pay a
high price for Brexit with all the other ensuing consequences.

Any person involved in interpreting, mastering or teaching English is well
aware of the new challenges associated with the rapid changes taking place in
contemporary Britain due to the fundamental objectives pursued by the British
government concerning its relationship with the European Community and beyond.
A major problem which a foreign language learner of English experiences today is
to keep pace with the changes experienced by languages associated with
neologisms and acquisition of new meanings of traditional words.

These changes occur on all stylistic levels and in every sphere of language
usage. Tony Thorne, the reputed researcher of non-traditional English, was correct
to observe that “attitudes to the use of language have changed profoundly over the
last three decades, and the perceived boundaries between “standard” and
“unorthodox’ are becoming increasingly fuzzy” [1].

No wonder leading politicians when dealing with unpopular policy issues
revert to non-traditional lexicon to attain a positive approval of pursued policy
targets by the electorate.

As a result of the June 2017 general elections in Britain the Conservative
party failed to attain an absolute majority in the House of Commons and thus it
was forced to sign a “confidence and supply agreement” with the minor Unionist
party in Northern Ireland reducing the prime minister to becoming “damaged
goods” surviving on borrowed time.

Jeremy Corbyn, the leader of the Labour party referring to Shelter figures
concerning contemporary Britain, noted that “rough sleeping” among children had
increased considerably, which was another important reminder for a student
mastering English to possess a more adequate knowledge of the changing social
scene in the country.

References to citations of popular contemporary novels, plays, films are high
on the agenda in present political and social discourse: a “Catch-22” emerged
during the talks between David Cameron and the European Union President,
denoting a political deadlock.
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The given examples coupled with other numerous ones which saturate the
language of mass media and everyday speech should be in the fore of both the
teacher and the learner immersed in the mainstream of English of the twenty-first
century.
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MEXKVJIbTYPHAA PUTOPUKA JIA CITELHIUAJIMCTOB
1O MEXKVYJIBTYPHBIM CBA3AM

«Urak, onpeaenuM puTOPUKY Kak BOSMOKHOCTh HAXOJUTh BO3MOXHBIC CITO-
coObl YOEXKACHNS OTHOCHUTEIIBHO KaXKA0T0 JaHHOTO mpeameTa». Takoe omnpenaene-
HUE JaJl CYIITHOCTH W TIEJISIM PHTOPUKHA APHCTOTENb B TIEPBOM CHCTEMATHYECKOM
yueOHHMKE MO JaHHOMY npeAMeTy. COrjlacHO €ro TOJKOBAHUIO, YCIeX yOeauTelb-
HOM pEYM 3aBHCHT OT CJICIAYIONTUX TPEX (PaKTOPOB:

— XapaKTep TOBOPSAIIETO: BbI3bIBACT JIU OH JIOBEPHUE Y CyliaTeneii?

— caMa peub. HACKOJIbKO MOTHUBUPYIOUIUMHU SIBJIAOTCSA COJAEPNKAHUE U MOCIIEC-
JIOBATEIbHOCTh U3JI0’KEHHBIX aPTYMEHTOB?

— CIIYLIATEIU: KAKUE Y HUX OXUJAHWS, HACTPOCHUS M UYTO OHU YXKE 3HAKOT
0 mpeaMeTe pasroopa’?

Bce nmannbie akTopbl B TOW WM WHOW MEpE OMPEACIAIOTCS CHTYaTHBHBIM
U KyJbTypPHBIM KOHTEKCTOM. MccnenoBanus B cepe MEKKYIbTYPHOU KOMMYHH-
KaIliH, TPOBOIUBIIKECS HA TPOTHKeHUH XX 1 XX Beka, mo3BoImiIN chOpPMYJIH-
poBaTh PEKOMEHAIAA IS TIOATOTOBKHA MYyOJIMYHBIX BBICTYIJICHUW TIPW BCTPEUE
HOCUTENEH pa3HbIX KyJabTyp. Oco00ro BHUMaHUs CpeIM HUX 3aCIyKUBAIOT pa3pa-
OOTKM KOHCYJIbTAaHTAa W TPEHEpPA MO MEKKYJIbTYPHOH OW3HEC-KOMMYHUKAIAH
noktopa Illredpan Kammxy6ep (Stefan Kammhuber), n3noxennsie B mocodun mo
MEKKYJbTYPHOH KOMMYHUKaMKM U coTpyaHudectBy A. Tomaca [1, p. 274-286].
W3yduenne maHHBIX PEKOMEHIAIMM TOMOXKET OyAYITUM CICIHAAIACTAM IO MEXK-
KyJIbTYPHBIM CBS3SIM M30€KaTh MEKKYJIbTYPHBIX KOH(IMKTOB W CHEiIaTh CBOHM
BBICTYIIICHUA 00Jiee yOSIUTETbHBIMH W TIOHATHBIMHU.

[Tcuxonoruueckue McCieAOBaHUSA Npollecca YOeKACHUA MOKa3aau, 4YTo Ciy-
IATEIN CUUTAIOT OoJsiee YOSAUTENbHBIM OpaToOpa WKW MMEIOIIEr0 MHOTO OOIIEro
CO CJyIlIaTesieM, Wik 00JaAaroero aBTOPUTETOM B MX IJ1a3aX. OTO 03HAYAET, UTO
BOKHYIO POJIb TPW BOCHPHUIATHH PEUYM WrPAOT TPEIBAPUTEIIHHBIC YCTAHOBKH
CIIylIaTessl MO OTHOUIEHUIO K TOBOpAlleMy. Mcxons U3 3TOro B CUTyallMd MEX-
KYJIbTYPHOTO OOILICHHUS HEOOXOJUMO YUUTHIBATh YKE CYIIECTBYIOIIUE MPEACTABIIEC-
HUA JEJIEraToB pa3HbIX CTpaH Apyr o apyre. OQuH UHAOHE3UHCKUI PYKOBOJIUTENb
(bvpMBI Ha]T CBOMM HEMEIIKMM KOJiIleraM Takoi coBeT: «Korma HeMIpl mpres3karoT
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