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EXTRA-LINGUISTIC FACTORS INFLUENCING
KAZAKHSTAN LANGUAGE POLICY FORMATION

Abstract. The relevance of this thesis is determined by the importance of the development
of language policy in modern Kazakhstan. The aim of the study is to identify the discursive
features of Kazakhstan language policy at the present stage. Material of the research is the data
obtained during the analysis of documents related to Kazakhstan language policy.

Key words: language policy, linguistics, extra-linguistics, multilingualism, English

language.
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Modern socio-political realities of sovereign Kazakhstan require such a
language policy that meets the needs of the multi-ethnic population of the country.
Kazakhstan 1s a multinational, dynamically developing state with its historical and
cultural heritage, successfully solving problems in any field. To date, one of the
priorities in the Republic of Kazakhstan is the development of language policy.
This is the most important part of state policy at the moment. Studying languages,
we will be able to achieve a lot: national unity, preservation of linguistic diversity,
rising to a new level, integration of Kazakhstan into the world community, as well
as strengthening competitiveness, which is so necessary for our country in the
period of economic and social modernization (Zhangazy, 2011).

Language 1s one of the main features of the nation, the most important element
of its culture, an invaluable guardian of the nation’s tradition, a powerful means of
formation and education of man. Nation could not be a sovereign without a language
sovereignty. The state language is the main sign of language independence of the
sovereign people, performing socially significant functions within the state.

The entire multi-faceted social economic and political life of Kazakhstan plays
particularly the important role of language policy in our state. The language issue is
a complex, multidimensional phenomenon, connected with all spheres of society.

In terms of these investigations the specifics and main features to characterize
the extra-linguistic factors of language policy were defined: subjects of language
policy, objects of language policy, language policy space, aims and goals of lan-
guage policy, time frame, value of language policy.

Consider each characteristic in detail for the classification and analysis of

linguistic features.

Subjects
Governmental Citizens Political parties
authority and
organizations

Scheme 1 — Subjects of language policy
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1. Participants of the Kazakhstan language policy are the following:
governmental authority, citizens, political parties and organizations. This is
confirmed by the examples below:

Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 11 July 1997 No. 151 on languages
in the Republic of Kazakhstan. This Law establishes legal principles of
functioning of languages in the Kazakhstan, the obligations of the government in
creation of conditions for their training and development, shall provide equally
respect treatment to all, without exception, languages used in the Republic of
Kazakhstan (Zakon, 2018).

From this example, it follows that in this case the state is represented as the
performer and creator of the Laws on Languages. The state takes a central domi-
nant place in the language system, as it:

- acts as the sole official representative of the entire people, united within its
regional borders on the base of citizenship;

- has a special apparatus (public authority) designed to manage the society
and influence the language situation of the whole country;

- defines the main directions of language policy development. The state acts
not only as an independent subject of language policy, but also aims to regulate the
behavior of other subjects, having in this area very broad powers.

The people of Kazakhstan are the participants of the ongoing language policy,
both in the official and non-official space. On the contrary, the political parties and
organizations regard to language policy only in official space.

2. The objects of the language policy are:

- specific languages (Kazakh, Russian, English);

- set of languages which are allocated different characteristics (their origin,
interaction);

- language situation (in which languages interact);

- communicative situation (possibility to use or not to use certain language

means).
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The idea of introducing trilingualism, 1.e. the formation of Kazakh, Russian
and English by the citizens of Kazakhstan, was declared in October 2006 at the XII
session of the Assembly of people of Kazakhstan:

Kazakhstan should be recognized through the world as a well-educated
country whose population is proficient in several languages. These are: Kazakh —
the state language, Russian — the language of world communication and English —
the language of the world science, innovation, the Internet (Nazarbayev, 2007).

It follows that trilingualism is simply necessity for our country. Kazakhstan's
trilingualism is a unique formula of language policy. It does not require to forget
the native language, on the contrary, it raises the Kazakh language in the first
stage. Nowadays each citizen of Kazakhstan understands how important language
skills are. The modern young man, not knowing languages, will lag behind in
obtaining the information that is necessary for professional growth.

3. The space for the realization of language policy 1s Kazakhstan. It 1s also

divided into different spheres:

: Language 1n Language on
Language in 2
S culture and 4 the press and
education . p .
science media

Scheme 2 — Spheres of language

Secondary, secondary special and higher education is implemented in the
state, Russian, and if necessary in other languages. The embodiment of the lan-
guage policy takes place through the introduction of trilingualism in the field of
school education. This is the preparation of Kazakh children for the future. The
example 1s presented below:

The program is aimed at providing conditions for effective (optimal)
development of trilingual education at all levels in educational institutions of the
city. The program provides a number of measures necessary for the successful
implementation of the key directions of the roadmap of trilingual education in

Kazakhstan (IlporpamMma pa3BUTHS TpPEeXbA3BIYHOTO oOpa3zoBanusa Ha 2015-

2020 rospr).
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In the area of science, consisting the design and defense of theses, the
functioning of the state and Russian languages is provided in the Republic of
Kazakhstan. For example, in higher educational institutions of the Nur-Sultan city
the design of theses and dissertations is carried out in Kazakh, Russian and
English.

Cultural events are spent in the state and if necessary in other languages. The
operating of the state and other languages in the press and the media is ensured.
Thus, the example below is given:

Republican information and advertising newspaper “ZakupInfo™ is issued in
Russian and Kazakh. A weekly newspaper “Central Asia Monitor” is published in
Russian and English.

4. Language policy has its purposes and objectives, which are presented
below:

The aim of the program is a coordinated language policy, which provides the
all-inclusive operation of the state language as the most important basis for
improving national cohesion.

The objectives of the language policy are:

- modernization and standardization of the technique of teaching several
languages;

- construction of infrastructure facilities for teaching languages;

- promotion of the teaching languages process;

- improvement of the demand for languages;

- development and systematization of the lexical fund of the Kazakh
language.

5. The implementation of trilingual education should make the Kazakh
people competitive on the world stage. This reform 1s a component of the program
“On the State program of growth and operating of languages in the Republic
of Kazakhstan for 2011-2020”. The program is divided into three stages:

15



20Y1. | ° First stage

20Y4. | ¢ Second stage

oY7- | ° Third stage

Scheme 3 — Implementation period

The purposes of this program are to increase:

- the share of adults who speak the state language up to 95% by 2020;

- the proportion of school graduates who speak the state language at the level
of B1 to 100% by 2020;

- the share of adult population that speaks Russian language to 90% by 2020
(O rocymapcTBEHHOUW TporpamMMme pa3BUTHSA W (PYHKIMOHHUPOBAHHUS S3BIKOB B
Pecny6mmke Kazaxcran va 2011-2020 romsr).

6. The value of language policy in Kazakhstan, namely the policy of trilin-
gualism is:

- integration of the Republic into the world community and, as a result, the
rise of science, economy and socio-cultural component of the country:

The program Digital Kazakhstan, the program Trinity of languages, and the
program of cultural and religious harmony are the parts of the preparing of the
nation to life in the XXI century (Tpexbsazplune — MyTh K WACHTUYHOCTH HOBOTO
TTOKOJICHHUSA ).

- competitiveness on the world stage. This reform 1s a component of the
program “Kazakhstan-2030"";

It is planned that about 20% of the population will be able to communicate
freely in English by 2020 (Tpexbpa3plune — MyTh K WACHTHYHOCTH HOBOTO TOKO-

JICHHSA).
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To sum up, the specifics and main features to characterize the extra-linguistic
characteristics of language policy were defined:

- subjects of language policy such as governmental authority, citizens, poli-
tical parties and organizations;

- objects of language policy — specific languages (Kazakh, Russian, English),
set of languages which are allocated different characteristics; language situation;
communicative situation;

- the space for the realization of language policy in Kazakhstan is divided into
different spheres: language in education, culture and science, press and media;

- aims and goals of language policy are coordinated language policy, which
provides the all-inclusive operation of the state language and modernization and
standardization of the methods of teaching several languages;

- value of language policy in Kazakhstan, namely the policy of trilingualism
1s integration of the Republic into the world community and, as a result, the rise of
science, economy and socio-cultural component of the country and competi-
tiveness on the world stage.

Thus, the main features of language policy were identified and described.
Based on the results of our study, it can be concluded that one of the main extra-
linguistic characteristics of language policy is the actualization of issues of

language regulation
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A. A. bapkoBuu

Muncxuit cocyoapemeeniii iunesucmuyeckuil ynugepcumem, Mumnck

ME/KBA3ZBIKOBASA MHTEP®EPEHIIUA:
KOJUIN3UN METAOIIMCAHUSA

Pestome. Cmamssi  nocssuyena  npobiemamure  MemaonuCanus — MelNCbA3bIKOBOI
unmepgpepenyuu 6 KoHmexcme G3aumooeiicmeus A3vikos. Hayunas peghnexcus eonpocog
peye6oco (yHKYUOHUPOBAHUS 6 COBPEMEHHBIX YCIOBUAX, KAK NPAGUL0, HOCUM UHMEPOUCHUN-
JUHAPHYL  Xapakmep, Ymo 00yci061ueaem npoOYKMUGHOCMs 3A0elCMEO6ANU NPU  SMOM
OUCKYPCUBHOII MemOOoa02UHU, 00a0aroweti CyujecmeeHnsiM KCIMPAIUHCGUCMUYECKUM HNOMEH-
yuainom. Ilpoyecc medcwvA3vbIKOBOI unmMeppepenyuu 001a0aem Kax UHMPA-, MAaxK u SKCmpa-
JnuHeeucmu4eckoli cneyuguroil. OxXapakxmepuzo8ano 6ausHue Ha QYHKYUOHATLHOCH KOMMYHU-
KQYUOHHOT cghepbl Ut MeNHCHAZLIKOBOI unmepgepenyuu Yaxmopos ucmopuyecko2o, CoYtanbHO20
U KYIbmMypHO20 XApaKkmepa.

KaueBble cioBa: medcwvazvikosas unmepghepenyus, OUCKYPCUBHASL MemOOO0NI02US,

IKCMPANUHCEUCMIUYECKAA O6yCﬂ06ﬂeHHOcmb.

A. A. Barkovich
Minsk State Linguistic University, Minsk

CROSSLINGUAL INTERFERENCE:
META-DISCRIPTION COLLISIONS

Abstract. The article discloses the problem of crosslingual interference meta-description
in the context of language interactions. The scientific reflection of the issues of speech
functioning in modern conditions, as a rule, is of an interdisciplinary nature, which determines

the efficiency of a discursive methodology usage that is of a significant extralinguistic potential.
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